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Unit I             6 Hrs 

Introduction, concepts, definition, scope and constraints of biodiversity; levels – genetic, species 

and ecosystem. Biodiversity resources – agro, marine and coastal. 

 

Unit II            5 Hrs 

Wealth - Hotspots. Endemism. Endemic centers in Tamil Nadu. Endemic plants of Tamil Nadu. 

 

UnitIII                                                                                                                        6 Hrs 

Causes for the loss of biodiversity. Threatening factors – climatic, anthropogenic; processes and 

rate of extinction. IUCN categories. Red data book. 

 

Unit IV            6 Hrs 

Conservation – In situ – biosphere reserves, national parks and wildlife sanctuaries. Medicinal 

plant conservation areas (MPCAs). Ex situ – theme parks, botanical gardens and seed banks. 

 

Unit V            7 Hrs 

Organizations – International level – WWF, UNESCO, CITES and CBD; National level – NBA 

and BMC. National biodiversity strategies and action plan (NBSAPs). Local biodiversity 

register. 
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